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GARY SMITH (Athletic Trainer, 32nd Year) 
 Gary Smith, 60, has been the athletic trainer at Central Washington 
University since 1968.  He began his 32nd season with the Wildcats this fall.  
 Smith, a past president of the NAIA Athletic Trainers Association, is a 
member of the NAIA, Northwest Trainers Association, and Central Washington 
University Halls of Fame. 
 He was elected for meritorious service and was inducted in the NAIA Hall-
of-Fame in March, 1985.  He was only the second trainer so honored.  Smith was 
inducted into CWU's Hall-of-Fame in 1991, and the Northwest Trainers Association 
Hall of Fame in March, 1998. 
 A member of the NAIA Medical Aspects committee, Smith has worked at 
national championship events in baseball, wrestling and track-and-field and at 
the Hula Bowl football game. 
 He was on the medical staff for the World University Games in Bulgaria in 
1978 and for the Cup of Nations tournament in Bogota in 1974.  Smith also spent 
two weeks working at the Olympic Development Camp in Colorado Springs, Colo., in 
the summer of 1987. Smith was born July 27, 1938, at Charlevoix, Mich., and 
graduated from Charlevoix High School in 1956.  After a stint in the military, 
he attended North Central Michigan College, earning an associate of science 
degree in 1962. 
 He then enrolled at Northern Michigan University and was granted a 
bachelor of science degree in 1964.  He received his masters of science degree 
from Indiana University in 1965. 
 He played football and track in high school, earning all-conference honors 
in football.  He also lettered in track at Northern Michigan. 
 Before accepting his position at CWU, he was head trainer for Punahou High 
School in Hawaii for three years. 
 Smith and his wife, Elizabeth, were married in 1961.  They have two adult 
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